
  

Mt. Baker  
Council Notes  

SEPTEMBER 2026  
ǿǿǿΦǎǉŘŀƴŎŜΦƻǊƎ 

Welcome 

Back to 

Dancing!  

September brings the start of Lessons 

and the chance to bring your friends to 

one of the many no experience dances to 

try Square Dancing:  

Sept 1 Skagit Squares (Page 10)  

Sept 4 Whirlybirds (Page 11)  

Sept 11 Dudes & Dolls (Page 11)  

Sept 13 Happy Hoppers 

(Page 13)  

Advanced & Plus Lessons  

(Page 8 -9)  
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  COUNCIL BOARD 
President  Jo Ann Pyle  mbcprez@gmail.com  206 914-2253  
Vice President  Ken Frey  kfrey1@yahoo.com  701 240-4023 
Treasurer  Tom Corning  tomcorning@comcast.net  949 228-0719 
Rec. Secretary  Melody Scalzo  mbcrecsec@gmail.com  425-339-8440 
Corr. Secretary   Randy Lewis  randy2126@hotmail.com  206 367-9219 
Area Delegate  Judy Corning  judyseatrvl@comcast.net  206 794-5946 
Area Nominating  Geri Johnson  gjandl628@gmail.com  425 337-3658 
Advisor  Steve Sworen  ssworen@gmail.com  425 308-3950  
  STANDING COMMITTEES 
Council Directory Steve Sworen  ssworen@gmail.com  425 308-3950  
Council Notes  Joyce Sworen  mbcouncilnotes@gmail.com 360-631-8919  
Educ./Leadership  Steve Sworen  ssworen@gmail.com  425 308-3950  
Fair Coordinator         Bonnie Harry  friends@petticoatjct.com 425-773-9513  
Footnotes Reporter Sammi Fredenburg Sammi.98270@gmail.com 360 359-2304 
Heritage Center  Joyce Sworen  jasworen@msn.com  360-631-8919  
Historian   
Member/Insurance  Tom Corning  tomcorning@comcast.net  949 228-0719 
Nominating  Geri Johnson  gjandl628@gmail.com  425 337-3658 
Parliamentarian  Steve Tompkins   sandctompkins@gmail.com 425-319-2950 
Properties  Geri Johnson  gjandl628@gmail.com  425 337 3658  
Pub/Promotion   
Round Dance Bob & Linda Berka  berkarl@whidbey.net  360 675-8691  
Round Tuit  Lynnea Dunbar  lynneadunbar@gmail.com 425 314-8369  
Scrap Book  Claire Ball  clairemball714@gmail.com 206 229-2708  
Solo Coordinator  Cora Leach  sustained77@gmail.com 425-465-5224 
Student Liason  Lynnea Dunbar  lynneadunbar@gmail.com 425 314-8369  
Ways & Means   
Webmaster  Penny Curtis  publicitymbc@gmail.com  206 365-3185  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MT. BAKER COUNCIL - SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

SEPT 2  Council Meeting  7:30 Marysville School District Transportation 
    Building Board Room 
    4302 134th St NE, Marysville 98271 
      
  

  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MT. BAKER COUNCIL NOTES FOR 2025-2026 
 

Editor  Joyce Sworen - (360)631-8919 
 P.O. BOX 397 
 Marysville, WA  98270 

Send ads to: mbcouncilnotes@gmail.com 
 

DEADLINES  

for submission of ads and articles is the 10th of the month prior  
to the publication month. 
 

SUBSCRIPTION:  $ 2.00 Per month.ð10 issues per year. 
 

AD PRICES AND SIZES  
1/4 Page - 1 Ĳ in high X 4 3/4 in wide - $18.00   1/2 Page- 3 Ĳ in high X 4 3/4 in wide - $35.00  
Back Page - 4 in high X 4 3/4 in wide - $35.00   Full Page- 7 İ in high X 4 3/4 in wide - $68.00  
Front Page - 6 in high X 4 3/4 in wide - $68.00  
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Way to go, Shooting Stars!  
We couldnõt be prouder of our amazing youth club, Shooting Stars, they did it 
again! 
This incredible group of young dancers brought home a whole collection of 
awards, proving that hard work, teamwork, and big smiles really do pay off. 
They took 1st Place for Best Display, and it was easy to see why! They smiled, 
twirled, laughed, and danced their hearts out from beginning to end. Their en-
ergy was contagious, and the crowd loved every minute of it. They truly earned 
that championship title! 
The Shooting Stars Club brought 19 bright, brave, and talented kidsé and 
they headed home with a bunch of shiny trophies to show for it! More im-
portantly, they created memories, built confidence, and showed everyone just 
how fun square dancing can be. 
A huge round of applause also goes to all the parents, volunteers, and Shooting 
Stars members who made it happen. From driving to events, organizing prac-
tices, bringing snacks, offering encouragement, and cheering from the sidelines, 
you are the heart behind this wonderful group.  
Congratulations, Shooting Stars!  You represented your club with talent, 
sportsmanship, and joy. Keep smiling, keep twirling, and keep inspiring the 
next generation of square dancers. 
Weõre so proud of every single one of you. The future of square dancing is shin-
ing bright!   

L ?Ŭħĳƪ RħŬŋƘ 

Sļǳ 0ħŚĳļǛ hũşŴŕŋņŉǤ 
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    What an incredible time we had at the State Festival!  There were 
491 that attended, of which 114 were from the Mount Baker Coun-
cil!  Only SouõWester Council, who were the hosts, had more!  For 
the first Badge (Dangle) dance in the Convention Center parking lot 
they had 50 Dangles made.  They had to make 120 more!  The sec-
ond Badge dance on the beach had 21 Squares!  WOW! 
 
     For the Education and Leadership Seminars, I planned for 40 
attendees, and 3 of the seminars had over 60!  Bri Rialõs òUsing AIó 
had over 70!  We had to expand into the next hall! 
 
  Here are some of the key points that were covered: 
¶ People are not looking for Square Dancing, they are looking for 

fun, fitness, and a sense of belonging. 
¶ Lead with inclusion, not tradition. Avoid rules, insider lan-

guage, and welcome questions! 
¶ Make it easy to try:  No partner needed, no special clothes, no 

experience necessary. 
¶ Create a strong First night Experience!  First impressions mat-

ter.  Greet newcomers personally, introduce them to others, tell 
them what to expect, and check in during breaks.  Friendly 
hosts make all the difference. 

¶ Foster Kindness on the dance floor.  Use patience and support, 
discourage correcting on the dance floor.  People stay where 
learning feels safe. 

¶ Young people donõt avoid dance clubs, they avoid a place that 
feels unwelcoming, rigid or outdated.  When your club is 
friendly, flexible and inclusive, dancers of all ages will return, 
and bring their friends!  

 
For more ideas, check out:  SquareDanceRevival.Org 

Education & Leadership 
Stephen Sworen ssworen@gmail.com 
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Presidentôs Message 
Jo Ann Pyle нлс-фмп-ннро 

ƭƻǇŀƴƴϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ 

ƳōŎǇǊŜȊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ IŀǇǇȅ IƻǇǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 5ǳŘŜǎ ϧ 5ƻƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎƴŀŎƪǎ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ōȅ ŘŜōǳǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
ǇǊƻƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǎƪƛǘ ŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ IŀǊǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ .ŀƪŜǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǾŜǊȅ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ 
ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ŀǎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΦ .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ƎƛƊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ϷррлΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ¦{! ²Ŝǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǾŜŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛƊ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ ²ƛƭƭ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ 

! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ DŜǊƛ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇΦ !ƭǎƻ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ 
ǎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀǊŜ /Ǌƻǿǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇΦ Lǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻǳǘ ŘŀƴŎπ
Ŝǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΦ 

L ŀƳ ǎŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƪȅ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ²ƘƛǊƭǿƛƴŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŬƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ aŀȅōŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΚ 

¢ƘŜ {ŀƳŜƴŀ {ǉǳŀǊŜǎΩ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ !ƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻƴ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ōŀǎƪŜǘǎΦ 

²Ŝ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǳǊ άtƛȊȊŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎέ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ 9ŀŎƘ Ŏƭǳō ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊπ
ǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ 

Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΦ 

hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ȅŜǘ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǘ 
ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǾŜƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǊȅǎǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΦ  

 

IŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
WǳƴŜΣ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ 
 

IƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƛƴ hŎŜŀƴ {ƘƻǊŜǎΗ 



с 



т 



у 



ф 



мл 



мм 



мн 

 



мо 

тоǊŘ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ wƻǳƴŘ 5ŀƴŎŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ  
hŎŜŀƴ {ƘƻǊŜǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Wǳƭȅ мс ǘƻ муΣ нлнс 
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